Holiday Rocket

This show talks about Mars, the planets, and the phases of the moon. Set these up beforehand. See SETUP below.

This show uses a DVD with video segments on it. Most of the DVD is black, so you don’t need to turn the video signal up and down during the show.

In general: keep the stars moving a little while they are traveling, and stop them when they are at their destination.

SETUP

ZEISS - early December 2005 (Mars in E, venus in SW, early crescent moon in the W)
DOS COMPUTER - HOLIDAYR.CUE
DVD/AUDIO – “HOLIDAY ROCKET” DVD in DVD player.

SLIDE PROJECTORS - setup according to comment lines

- ZOOM – not used
- SLEW - hard left, halfway up dome. Speed at about 9:30 or 10:00 on dial.

VCR – not used
VIDEO PROJECTOR – On. You’ll see the rocket and title; that IS the menu.

WIN/TEL COMPUTER – not used
You can, if you wish, leave the video menu screen up as people walk in, OR use the entrance PP file in the “walk-in” folder on the Win/Tel, OR just leave the dome colorful.

SHOW
TO START THE SHOW

PRESS “ENTER” ON REMOTE OR “PLAY” ON PLAYER

Show starts with snow, no stars.

“Spacecraft like Voyager, Cassini, and Galileo...”

MANUALLY SLEW Voyager toward center of dome.
After noisy rocket launch (When tinkly theatrical music plays and blue sky fades to black)

STARS ON, ROTATE LATITUDE DOWN

When ship appears in orbit (“And we have MECO! Main Engine Cuttoff, that is.”)

SLOW LATITUDE ROTATION OF STARS

When video rocket appears again: (“Tilda, give me bearing 314 on radian 159.”) SPEED UP LATITUDE ROTATION OF STARS
When rocket has sped away:

SLOW LATITUDE ROTATION OF STARS

At moon arrival: (“Where’s almost to our first stop: the Moon!”)

ZEISS MOON PAN ON; STOP MOTION OF STARS

When Desmond appears on the videophone (“Hello? That you, Stan?”)

ZEISS PAN OFF

When “KWANZAA” title appears:

STARS OFF

At this point you want to get ready to talk about the Moon and Mars. If you’ve only been spinning in latitude, then that means all you’ll need to do is get “north in back,” I.E. the North starball, the one with the little projector sticking out of its top like a snout, should eventually point towards the back of the dome. This will put Mars back over on the left side of the dome, so that the video spaceship is flying towards it. 

When Desmond says bye (“Hope to see you again soon.”)

STARS ON; SLOW DIURNAL MOTION (“rise” in E, “set” in W); PLANETS ON

When they talk about Mars (Tilda: “How do you know where we’re going?” Stan: “Oh, Mars is easy... see? That’s it, right there.”) POINT OUT MARS (should be in front of video ship)
When Stan says “Mars and the other planets always appear in a certain part of the sky...”

TURN ON ZODIAC

When Stan says “We navigate using starcharts and instruments”

ZODIAC OFF; ZEISS COORDINATE LINES (EQ, EC, MA, etc.) ON

When Stan says “No need for that this time around.” and video Mars appears:

ZEISS COORDINATE LINES OFF

When Videophone appears

TURN OFF STARS; STOP MOTION

When Earth and Mars rotation period diagram appears 

TURN ON STARS
When Maali talks about the moon (“If the moon is nearly between us and the Sun...”)

TURN ON MOON

As Maali talks about the moon (“It goes from crescent to quarter... and from quarter...”)

MOVE ZEISS MOON; TURN OFF MOON WHEN IT IS BACK TO CRESCENT

When Maali and videophone reappear

TURN OFF STARS

When Maali and videophone fade

TURN ON STARS, W/MOTION (what motion is less important here, but you will want Leo to be visible – somewhere above the horizon – in the next segment) 

When videophone reappears

TURN OFF STARS

When tilt of the Earth is discussed (“Earth goes around the Sun like this – tipped over.”)

STARS ON

When wreath/Sun appears (“For centuries, people have made wreaths...”)

STARS OFF

When “Christmas” title appears

STARS ON

When Johanna talks about planets (“...they move around in the sky”)

MOVE PLANETS SLOWLY

When she mentions Leo (“Venus and Jupiter appeared by Regulus...”)

ZEISS CONSTELLATIONS ON; POINT OUT LEO AND REGULUS

When Johanna reappears on videophone:

STARS OFF

When videophone disappears:

STARS ON; ZEISS MOTION (the stars are just background from here on)

When Yaakov appears on videophone:

STARS OFF

When videophone disappears:

STARS ON

When “Hannukah” title appears:

STARS OFF

When Menorah fades:

STARS ON

When they leave Jupiter:

ZEISS STARS MOTION

When Tombaugh station on Pluto surface appears:

STOP ZEISS STARS MOTION

When interior of Tombaugh station appears:

STARS OFF

When Xmas tree, LED date and lights fade:

STARS ON; SLOW DIURNAL MOTION

Lights up...STOP MOTION; STARS OFF; END

